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KANSAS CITY, KANSAS LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
August 2, 2021 

Minutes 
 

The Kansas City, Kansas Landmarks Commission met in regular session (via Zoom 
Meeting) on Monday, August 2, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
Mr. David Meditz, Chairman Presiding, Mr. Murrel Bland, Mr. Stephen Craddock, Ms. 
Beverly Easterwood, Mr. Jim Schraeder and Mr. Loren Taylor. (Absent: Chamberlain, 
French, Welcome-Hill and Van Middlesworth.)   Mr. Gunnar H. Hand, AICP, Director of 
Planning, Ms. Janet L. Parker, CSC/APC, Executive Assistant, and Mr. Daniel Kuhn, 
Assistant Counsel, were also present. 
 
Commissioner Schraeder requested that his subcommittee report be moved until after 
the Sauer Castle update, which was granted by the Chairman. 
 
Minutes of the June 7, 2021 and July 6, 2021 meetings were approved as distributed. 
 
Application starts at 1:50:   
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS CA2021-004 – DERRICK LASLEY WITH 
THIRD EYE FINANCIAL GROUP LC – SYNOPSIS:  Certificate of Appropriateness for 
replacement of siding and doors and work on the porch at 1841 Freeman Avenue (Ernst 
H. Stewart House), located within the Westheight Manor Historic District, listed on the 
Kansas Register of Historic Places. 
 
Present in Support: 
 
 Derrick Lasley, applicant, Third Eye Financial Group LLC, 1841 Freeman 

Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas 
 
Present in Opposition: 
 
 No one appeared. 

 
Staff Recommendation Starts at 7:59:  Planning Director Hand stated that Mr. 
Lasley’s application was heard in June at which time the staff provided the same 
conditions of approval to him.  Staff has not heard from the applicant until this evening, 
and it appears all parties are at the same impasse.  He further stated that staff feels the 
conditions comply with the ordinances surrounding historic properties.  Director Hand 
stated that the Kansas Historic Resources Inventory form states that the first floor was 
brick, and the second floor was siding.  The driveway has also been expanded at some 
point and it replaced the stone foundation with concrete.  Staff did some follow up after 
the last meeting and discussed some of the properties in the area.  One property is 
1825 Freeman Avenue, which is almost an exact replica of this property.  Of particular 
note is the railing; there is the spaced brick and there are many properties in the district 
and outside the district that have this designed brick porch wall.  Staff would like to see 
the brick restored.  The 1825 Freeman Avenue property was a property that staff 
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pointed out to the applicant to replicate at the meeting and in the staff report.  The 
applicant had brought up other properties in the area, but the property before the 
Commission is the property at 1841 Freeman Avenue.  He stated that with regard to the 
brick that the applicant has said is no longer available, staff has not received a 
specification sheet for an in-kind brick material.  The prior owner received a Certificate 
of Appropriateness and did not follow the conditions of approval; he sold the property to 
this applicant. 
 
The Commission directed questions to staff and the applicant. 
 
Motion and Vote Starts at 23:20: 
 
On motion by Ms. Easterwood, seconded by Mr. Schraeder, the Landmarks 
Commission voted as follows to APPROVE Certificate of Appropriateness #CA2021-
004: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Not Present 
Craddock:  Aye 
Easterwood:  Aye  
French:  Not Present 
Hill   Not Present 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Aye 
Taylor:  Aye   
Van Middlesworth: Not Present 
Motion to APPROVE Passed: 5 to 0 
Subject to: 
 

1) The applicant has stated that the brick fireplace shall be painted white. No 
brickwork, current or proposed, shall be painted. All brick shall be left in its 
natural color. 

2) Any paint currently on brick must be removed in accordance with Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. 

3) The applicant must maintain all current brick in good condition, including 
all such brick on the exterior façade, on the front porch piers, and on the 
chimney on the west façade.  

4) The applicant must repair any damaged or deteriorated brick, including any 
such brick on the exterior façade, on the front porch piers, or on the 
chimney on the west façade.  

5) If any brick cannot be preserved or repaired, then such brick must be 
replaced in accordance with Secretary of the Interior's Standards for 
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. 
Replacement brick must be presented to Staff for approval before being 
used and must be similar in color, texture, and dimensions to the existing 
brick. 
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6) The applicant must restore all missing brick on the exterior façade, on the 
front porch piers, on the chimney on the west façade, or on any other 
architectural feature demonstrated by historic photographs or by structural 
or architectural indications. 

7) The front porch railing must be restored in a manner similar to the original 
stone/brick railing, as demonstrated on the KHRI profile image from 
11/03/1988.  

8) It appears that some or all of the windows were recently replaced, as 
evidenced by the new vinyl frames and stickers left on some of the 
windowpanes. In the submitted scope of work the applicant stated that no 
windows were to be replaced, added, covered up, or moved. The applicant 
must produce evidence to Staff that such windows were replaced in kind. 
An in-kind replacement requires the new window to match the same 
dimensions, light division, and appearance of material as the previous or 
existing window.  

9) Roof soffits and fascia must be replaced in a manner similar to the 
previous soffits and fascia. Soffits should be smooth wood board and the 
fascia should be dark in color to match the historic images of the 
residence. 

 
Reports Start at 25:45:  
 
Historic Preservation Grants Update – Director Hand stated that the Department 
hired an America Corps VISTA who will focus on Historic Preservation over the next 
year.  She will start on August 16th and her first assignment will be the Request for 
Proposals (RFP), which will run the month of September and then a consultant will be 
hired for the two (2) grants (Downtown Commercial Historic District and Historic 
Churches Multiple Listing), which will be combined into one (1) project.  The goal is to 
hire the consultant and have the contract in place in October.  It is projected to be 
completed in the Spring of 2022. 
 
Update on 7th Street Church and KCKCC Proposal – Director Hand stated that he 
met with Dr. Mosier concerning their proposal. He stated that he conveyed the 
comments of the Commission, including looking at other sites, prior to the application 
being submitted. KCKCC maintained that they were committed to this site and a new 
building that did not include the current church structure.  They have done site 
preparation work and purchased other properties around the site.  Staff had a pre-
application meeting with one (1) of Dr. Mosier’s staff prior to filing of the application.  
Staff discussed integrating some of the history of the structure, original stonework and 
original woodwork into the new building.  They did not believe that they could commit 
funds to the preservation of the building when their primary mission is education.  He 
stated that it appears they are going to integrate some pieces of the building into their 
new structure.  KCKCC stated that they are not considering this a demolition but a 
dismantling as they will propose to take it down brick-by-brick.  Staff will prepare a draft 
staff report to the applicant the middle of August.  They submitted a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the demolition of the church last Friday, which will tentatively be 
heard at the Commission’s September 7th meeting.   
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May 2022 Annual Report on Landmarks Commission – Director Hand stated that he 
put some of his ideas together and would welcome any suggestions from the 
Commission.  The target is to prepare a presentation to the Board of Commissioners 
Standing Committee in May of 2022 and then to the full Board of Commissioners.  He 
stated that the Chairman and Vice Chairman should be present to participate in the 
report.  He further stated that the AmeriCorps VISTA will be able to assist with this 
report.  Director Hand stated that he will finalize his outline and send it to the 
Commission for their review and input.  Chairman Meditz stated that he would add to 
the report how many historic structures have been lost as a metric for the report.   
 
Sauer Castle Update – Director Hand stated that the Commission asked him to check 
the historical police records for this property.  He stated that our reports go back to 2016 
and there have been 22 calls for service for this property.  Most of them are suspicious 
activity, a couple for criminal damage, abandoned vehicle, burglary, and mental 
impairment calls.   
 
Downtown Ordinance Outreach Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman 
Schraeder stated that it is time for the subcommittee to meet again.  He would like the 
subcommittee to have a meeting with the new VISTA that is getting ready to start 
working in the Planning and Urban Design Department.  He asked Director Hand to set 
up that meeting with the subcommittee.  Mr. Schraeder asked Director Hand when the 
new zoning ordinance will go before the Board of Commissioners.  He knows that at 
one time there were monies set aside for training of the new code.  Director Hand stated 
that due to staff changes, staff has not had the time needed to finish the zoning code 
and he does not think that it will be updated by the end of the year.  There may be some 
amendments to the current code before the end of the year.  The zoning map was not 
part of the consultant’s scope of work so staff has been focusing on the map when time 
is available.  Mr. Schraeder stated that he will probably propose a new Landmarks 
Ordinance be adopted at the next meeting.  During the Zoning Code Update Review, 
there were several changes proposed to the Landmarks Ordinance that need to be 
done.  He stated that he will contact Director Hand concerning this update to the 
Landmarks Ordinance.  He further stated that the last issue the subcommittee would 
like to address with Director Hand is that they want to be part of the annual report that 
goes to the Board of Commissioners next May 2nd. 
 
Training – NAPC Summer Short Course August 24-25, 2021 - Chairman Meditz 
asked Secretary Parker to send the email to the members one more time and she 
asked members to let her know by the end of the week if they would like to attend.  
Chairman Meditz and Commissioner Easterwood stated that they would like to attend. 
 
The Commission expressed interest in further training but wanted to wait until the final 
Commission member was appointed.  Chairman Meditz stated that he has someone 
that is interested in the position.  Director Hand stated that he has received a proposal 
for training of the Commission and the training will take place this Fall after the new 
VISTA starts and the final position is filled on the Landmarks Commission.  
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Next meeting of the Commission is Tuesday, September 7, 2021 (due to the holiday). 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 


